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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, September 11th, the Wright Flyers held 
the monthly membership meeting at the Montissippi 
Park Field. This was the fifth and last meeting of the 
2012 season held at the field. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM by 
Garth Landefeld. There were 5 officers and 5 
members present. 
 A motion to approve the August meeting minutes as 
published in the September newsletter was made, 
seconded and affirmed by voice vote.
 Treasurer Perry Dziuk gave a report that he has 
received $75 for membership dues and $85 from the 
July fun fly raffle. The club had expenditures of $90 
for putting on the July fun fly, $76.84 for a month of 
portable toilet rental and $106.88 for the last field 
mowing. The current club treasury balance is $4253.05
 Two new  members were acquired. Jeff Pederson 
joined at the meeting and a mailed application came in 
from Ted Wallace.
 New business: Club float fly will be held at Lake 
Orono Park in Elk River on Saturday, September 
22nd. Jason Brehmer is the coordinator. Posters 
advertising the event went to HobbyZone in 
Plymouth, Bakers Hobby in St. Cloud and Hobby 
Town in Brooklyn Park. Jeff Pederson will provide a 
retrieval boat at the float fly.
 Jeff Nelson will contact Monticello Community Ed 
to reserve a classroom at Monticello Middle School 
for the next 7 months for the meetings to be held the 
2nd Tuesday of  the month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.
 Need volunteers for the events planning committee 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, October 9th, 

2012. It will be held in Room 29 of  the 
Monticello Middle School. 

which will meet during the winter months to put 
together next years club flying activities. The 
committee would consist of  4-5 members.
 The meeting was adjourned at at 7:22 PM

Presidential Note
by Garth Landefeld, WFRC President
 Days are getting shorter and temperatures are cooler, 
which are indicators that there is only a month or two 
of flying weather left. Then it’s back to the basement 
or garage to patch up those dents and dings from this 
flying season and to start those new projects for next 
year’s season. 
 This year we had several events that were very 
successful due in part by the efforts of the four Event 
Coordinators. With that said, I want to thank each of 
the Event Coordinators that helped develop and 
organize each of the 5 events this year that consisted 
of 2 float fly events, 2 fun fly events and 1 club picnic. 
Only one of the five events was not held due to 
weather. 
 John Burckhart, Jason Bremer, David Breckenridge 
each took the initiative and their time to insure each 
event was organized to include prizes and food that 
guaranteed a successful event for all who attended. 
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Therefore, please join me in thanking them for making 
each event fun and successful! Yes, I helped too! 
 Hence, the event committee process proved to be a 
valuable mechanism for planning and coordinating the 
clubs events. Therefore, we are going continue this 
program and are now looking for 4 new event 
coordinators to include someone to chair the program. 
The previous coordinator can volunteer as well, but we 
are looking for other members to participate. It is a 
great way to get involved in the club! Please contact 
me if  you are interested. 
 Again thanks to the John, David and Jason for all 
the help and time put forth! 
 Look forward to seeing you at our next meeting! 
Remember it will be at our indoor location at the 
Monticello Middle School! 

WFRC Club Fall Float Fly 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Because the weather forecast for Saturday, 
September 22nd, was predicting cold cloudy weather 
with 15-20 mph winds, the event was postponed until 
the next day when it turned sunny, although quite cool 
and 10-15 mph wind.
 There were 7 pilots that flew aircraft off the waters 
of Lake Orono. The wind was from the northwest 
which gave relative calm to the water on the west 
shore but quite a bit of turbulence off trees further to 
the west. Other than Joel Dirnberger losing control 
while flying “at altitude” due to an aileron departing 
his plane, most of Jeff Pederson's water retrievals were 
prompted by landing or takeoff  incidents. 
 Garth Landefeld and Jason Brehmer set up in one of 
the park shelters for cooking and serving lunch. There 
were hot dogs and hamburgers off the grill with salad 
and deserts that served about 20 people.
 After lunch, Jason held a pilot's drawing for a 

Parkzone micro Aeronca Champ donated by 
HobbyZone and other items including Bondhus 
donated ball driver tools, some epoxy glue and servos. 
The club also ran a raffle for a dollar a chance that 
grossed just over $80 which was split 50/50 between 
the club and the winning ticket.



3

When Expoxy Doesn’t Harden Properly
The Rockland Country Radio Control Club, White Plains NY 
 Epoxy is one of the best modeling materials 
available. It’s useful as an adhesive for wetting out 
fiberglass cloth, as a filler, and as a finishing material. It 
can be thinned or thickened for a variety of purposes. 
Even though it is useful, epoxy can be a pain when it 
doesn’t harden properly.
 There are two important issues when dealing with 
epoxy, proportioning and mixing. Of these two, 
mixing is the most critical. Mis-proportioning the 
hardener to the epoxy generally leads to slow 
hardening, but lack of proper mixing can lead to 
permanently sticky epoxy.
 One hundred quick, hard strokes are recommended 
when mixing any amount of epoxy. Count them to 
make sure that your mixing is adequate. Always mix 
your epoxy before putting in any additives. Both 
thinning and thickening agents can keep epoxy from 
mixing properly. Give the epoxy 100 strokes first and 
then put in the additive.
 Thinning: Epoxy can be thinned using acetone or 
denatured alcohol. Either of these can be added to 
make it more watery. A mix of up to 50% doesn’t 
seem to have any effect on the final strength of the 
epoxy. Thinning the epoxy will slow down the curing 
time and make it wet out fiberglass and carbon fiber 
better. Thinned epoxy also can be wiped onto balsa or 
obechi as a finish.
 Thickening: Epoxy can be thickened by adding 
almost any inert, fine-grained solid from sand to 
cotton fiber. Modelers usually use micro balloons for 
thickening epoxy because they are readily available and 
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add little weight. Thickened epoxy can be used to 
make fillets or to fill gaps.
 Five minutes, 15 minutes, 30 minutes, more? 
Epoxy comes in formulations for different curing 
times. The times listed on the packages are strictly 
nominal and generally refer to curing time. Five-
minute epoxy does not give you five minutes of 
working time. At best, you will get 20 seconds of 
working time in which to place five-minute epoxy 
before it starts to “hit.” Thirty-minute epoxy gives you 
around one to three minutes before it starts to hit. 
These times will vary with temperature, mix 
proportions, and proper mixing, but they are good 
reference points. In general, five-minute epoxy is only 
for spot gluing. It is great for small, quick jobs, but not 
for involved tasks. A general rule of thumb is the 
working time for epoxy (after 100 strokes of mixing) 
is about 10% of the time listed on the package. Keep 
in mind that epoxy mixed and left in the cup will hit 
faster than epoxy that is spread out immediately.

Tips & Tricks
—Russ Whitford, www.slopeflyer.com

RapidDry
 Maybe it’s just me, but every time I buy CA kicker, 
the spray nozzles becomes a “stream” nozzle after a 
few uses. That mystical smelling stuff has a habit of 
evaporating right through the bottle too.
 I have found an easy solution to this problem. My 
wife uses a fingernail polish dryer called RapidDry. 
This is in a two-ounce spray bottle. The pump and 
composition of the bottle work great with kicker. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if the stuff in the bottle works 
as well as kicker too. All I get are the empties.
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